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Q. M. Sonny Knott, this is your
life that we're memoriali zing. We want people
to know your story.

A. | " m delighted to tell my sorry
because | want people to know it too. | want
people to know what all this means.

Q. Okay. Sonny, welcome back to
107C.

A. Well, thank you so much for the
invite, my pleasure.

Q. It's really exciting to have you
here because this is your school.

A. Yes.

Q. And maybe you could just tell
me, how did you first come to the school and
what were some of your earliest menmories of
bei ng here?

A. Well, | first came to the school
in the year 1937 when my parents moved from
Maryl and t o Del awar e. And com ng to the
school . | started off in the second grade and,
as this is well known, it was a one-room school
with six grades and one teacher.

Q. Wow.
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A. Six rows of seats. Each row was
a grade and it averaged about five kids per
grade.

Very exciting times.

Our teacher's name, Ms. Beaujon.
Very el egant | ady who controll ed us.

Back during that time it was a
| ot, | ot of discipline and the |ast thing you
want ed was for your parents to come to school
because when they came to school, you was in
deep troubl e. You would say, you know, "Lord,
you want me to live? You better freeze her
before she gets to me." Because they didn't
play with you. They made you respect people.
Respect was a strong thing in our community.

And we | earnt everything that
the teacher had to teach you. | f you didn't
| earn, she didn't m nd keeping you after
school, making sure you got the time.

We didn't have the supplies and
things |like the kids have nowadays: Their
comput ers and i Pads. We had nothing like that.
The only thing we really had to work with was
bl ackboards all around the wall and we read

from books.
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And that was anot her situation,
because if you was given an assignment to read
fromthe book, you stood up and you read. She
m ght give you a couple pages to read. You
read that first page and when you turned to the
next page that she had assigned you to, it
m ght not be there because, you see, we never
got new books. We got the old books when --
the white school up on the hill, they got the
new books.

We would go to the blackboard to
do our assignment and sometimes the teacher
only gave you half a piece of chal k. We had a
hal f a pencil because she had to make supplies
| ast . And | believe to this day that she
bought some of our supplies out of her salary
because the state didn't really support her as
they did the schools up on the hill

Q. So you |loved -- a common theme

t hroughout | ots of discussions we have had over

the years -- the students all |oved Ms.
Beauj on.
A. Yes.
Q. What was it about Ms. Beaujon

t hat was so endearing to all of you?
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A. Well, she | oved us. Love goes
two ways and she was interested in us | earning.
And she was a good, strong teacher. She made
sure we had whatever it was she had to share
with us. She made sure that we | earned
everything that she could offer us.

She taught us how to do things,
not only learn fromthe book, but she taught us
to do things with our hands. Because back
during that time it wasn't a | ot of supplies
and all. A ot of things we made -- we had, we
had to make. She would bring in pieces of
cardboard and stuff and we would make various
t hi ngs for our activities, for our plays, for
what ever we want to put on to be able to show
our parents how we were progressing. We had
several different plays we would do a year,
especially Christmas plays and things |ike
that, so we really |l oved Ms. Beaujon. That' s
why you woul d hear any of the students, they
woul d say, Ms. Beaujon.

Q. And when you -- she had to have
tremendous control over the classroom because
you were just experiencing -- describing what

it was like to be in one grade.
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A. Yeah.
Q. But there were five other grades
all simultaneously in the same classroom How

did that work?

A. Well, what she would do was,
everybody had something to do. | f your cl ass
was selected to do reading, the other class was
assigned things to do at the desk or she assign
themto go to the blackboard. She controll ed
us and she was very well organized. So there
was no whole | ot of downti me.

The only break you got was
recess. And we had a bell. She would | et us

go out for recess maybe 15 m nutes or so, then

she would select a student to ring the bell to
bring us in and that poor student's |ife was in
danger because, don't ring that bell. We don't

want to go in because outside we made our own
games, too. We had seesaws out there and

Swi ngs. That was all we had. Everything el se
we made. Baseball or what have you, we played
all those games. See, we was excited to play
toget her and when we come in, of course, it was
back to the discipline thing again. Ri ght back

into the classroom
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Q. Fant asti c.
When tal king about getting to
school, how did all the children at the 107

school get to school ?

A. All the children, just about,
wal ked.
Q. Okay.
A. There was very, very few cars in

the community at that time and we had kids walk
al most about two m | es. And the Bulah Famly,
they were a couple mles from school and then
you have the famly live in -- M. Cuba was
even further than that. And back then that
time we had wi nters. We don't have the winters

that -- and a foot of snow was regul ar. Once
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It snowed we had snow all winter. Now we get a
dusting and we panic and run out to the store
and get bread, cheese, everything, and it don't
occur, but now you wal k, and, in fact, it's --
| don't even remember if they had bicycle, we
just walk. It was a thing to wal k. It was no
big thing for us to get together, if our
parents all owed us, we walk to Kennett Square.
| wal ked to WIm ngton to go to the nmovies for
10 cents, if I had the 10 cents. That's
anot her thing.

Q. So when -- so no matter how far
you lived, you had to basically get up in time

to make sure that you were in school on time?

A. Yes.

Q. Was that a big deal?

A. Yes. School started 8:30.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. The bell rang at 8: 30. | f you
were at a distance, you heard that bell, you

took off running because if you don't, you

m ght not have the privilege of enjoying

recess. If you were |ate for school she m ght
keep you in for recess. As part of punishment,
write on the blackboards, | will not be |ate
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agai n.

Q. And so even the famly -- do you
remember the famly's name that was in M.
Cuba?

A. Yes, it was the Taylor Famly.

They were down in M. Cuba.

Q. That's way more than two m |l es.

A. It's a good ways. And don't
forget --

Q. Rolling hills?

A. Yeah. And you had snow. A foot
of snow, you wal k down the road till the car
came, you had to get out of the road, l|let the
car by. It was no joy, but it was just a way
of life at that time.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. It was a way of life and

sometimes they would be |ate getting to school.

You m ght not get there till about 9:00, that
was a good little distance to wal k.
Q. You had said earlier that there

were buses available to take the white
children --
A. Yes.

Q. -- to school, and not the
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colored or black children?

A. No. There was no bus for us.
There wasn't a bus for us until the Bul ah
Fam |y got involved years | ater. | was out of

school by that time.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. Buses just wasn't a thing for
this school. It wasn't.
Hi gh school, now, we rode the

bus, of course, because the high school was in
W I m ngton. Once you graduated from 107C,
that's when you went to W I m ngton to the
Howard Hi gh School, which was the only school

in the state of Del aware for colored children,

SO - -
Q. The whole state of Del aware?
A. The whole state of Del awar e.
Q. Ri ght .
A. It was one school, it is called

Howard Career Center now, but it was Howard
Hi gh School at that time and we would ride a
public bus called the Short Line. And you
woul d wal k up here to the corner. | was the
cl osest one. | only lived a few short distance

fromthe bus stop, but some of the kids had a
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|l ong way to walk to the bus stop. And t he
state would give us -- some kind of ticket ny
mot her woul d get. And you got on the bus, you
give them the ticket. And you rode in, we got
off the bus at 11th and French Street and we
wal k from 11th and French Street down to 14th
and Popl ar.

Q. Which is not a short distance.

A. No. That wasn't a short
di stance either.

Q. No.

A. And then after school we had to
wal k back, catch the bus back home, so we

didn't have any bus available to us.

Q. How | ong did it take to get to
school each way that -- on that bus?
A. | would i magi ne probably 45

m nutes or so.

Q. Okay.

A. Because back then Lancaster Pike
there were only two | anes and of course the bus
made stops, picking up people, so it wasn't a
straight shot. It wasn't a private bus. | t
was a public bus.

Q. And that bus -- the whole issue
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of buses is really what began the Bul ah story.

A. Yes.

Q. When it came to the Board of
Educati on and all of that.

A. Yes.

Q. What was your remembrance of
that? And some of the background behind that

story and the aftermath, too.

A. Well, | was a grown man when al
t hat occurred. | was a grown man when this al
occurred in the '50s. By that time | was up in
my 20s. | was born the year 1930, so | was up
in my -- | wasn't really involved in that.

The funny thing, you speak about

t he bus. For a short time we had a bus to take
us to Howard Hi gh School, a gentleman by the
name of M. Pete Peterson. He had a bus, old
Studebaker. | never forget it. And in this

worl d today, all school buses are yell ow. Our s
wasn't. We had a bright orange school bus and
he saw it up on hinself that the kids need the

bus and he would take us to school and he

was -- M. Pete was a community man. He did a
little bit of everything. Boy's Scouts and all
that, but he was all around. But he had t hat
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bus. | think he ran that bus, maybe it was two
years, three years, we were back on the Short

Li ne agai n.

Q. It didn't hold out that |ong.
A. Didn't hold out that | ong.
Q. So when you graduated or

finished at Howard, what did you do? How did
your |ife unfold?

A. Well, we worked around where we
could get a job. We had mushroom houses and
stuff around here at that time. It was a job
avai |l abl e. It wasn't that great a job. And
the money wasn't that great, but it was what --
at the time | was called for, you know, so it
was j obs around, work at the mlls and things
and then |l ot of us went to work for the du Pont
company at night doing janitorial work because
that was the only decent job -- halfway decent
j ob you could get because these compani es
wasn't hiring us at the time. They just wasn't

avail able to us regardl ess of what education

you had. So we made out as best we coul d, but
t hat was the route we took in our |lives.
Q. And then, didn't you go into the

armed forces?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




co N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 17

A. Yes. | went into the armed
forces. | did my short career over in Germany,
which, | enjoyed it all, and when | came back
home, that was when | went to work for du Pont

at night. And | worked for du Pont and then |
| eft there and | went to the Veterans Hospital
in El smere. | worked there 30-some-odd years.
| was in charge of the maintenance program and
| also worked W I m ngton Trust at night. So

you had to do what you had to do.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. Back then, | ot of people worked
two jobs. | was -- | had two jobs, 16 hours a
day, for 30-some-odd years, but |, | managed
it.

Q. You did more than that.

A. | managed it.

Q. Were you aware as -- when the

Bul ah story broke, was it widely known that the
famly was, had hired a | awyer and was suing
the State of Delaware for -- to get -- for,
basically, to get Shirley into the white
school ?

A. Yes. You know, it wasn't so

much of getting Shirley into the white school.
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The main purpose of the bus was getting Shirley
a ride to this school because the bus came
right by Shirley's door. They |lived on
Li mestone Road and it came right by the school
on the way to the white school. And all Ms.
Bul ah wanted was, pick my daughter up, drop her
off at 107C and then continue on your journey,
but | understand she was told, "No, we don't
have a bus for colored kids." So that was
where the Brown v. Board of Education started.
Q. Uh- huh.
A. Mrs. Bulah was a determ ned
person to get all she could for her daughter.
Now, | tell people, Ms. Bul ah,
It wasn't a picnic for Ms. Bulah because --
don't forget, Hockessin is a small community
and | say that Ms. Bulah was |like a tennis
bal | . She was sl apped back and forth,. The
white people didn't want it. That's definite.
They didn't want it. And a | ot of colored
people -- we were colored people. We weren't
bl ack peopl e. Lot of the colored people didn't
want it because they saw her stirring up
troubl e. We all getting along, you know, ny

child is walking. What makes your child better
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than m ne? So she caught the devil. She had a
little egg business. She had some chicken.

She sold eggs, of course. The white peopl e
stopped buying her eggs, so her business fell

of f.

| think the chicken stopped
| ayi ng eggs. They're not buying, we're not
| aying no more -- no, just a joke.

But no, she, she caught the
devil, but she was determ ned and thank God she
did because it opened up a |lot of doors for
everybody.

Q. It was monument al .

And how did the community -- how
did the black community feel about the whole
Shirley situation?

A. Well, like | said, a ot of them
weren't happy because they saw it as starting

confusion, trouble amongst us.

Q. Uh- huh.
A. It's the whole thing, like, we
all getting along, so -- and she was -- Ms.

Bul ah was the second wi fe of M. Bulah, so she
was relatively new in the community. You're

comng in -- | have been here all my |ife and

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




co N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 20

you comng in starting trouble. It didn't set
too well to my understanding. It didn't set
too well.

Q. My recollection from having,

| istening to you and the other students talk
about your experiences was that there was a
very friendly, warm and fuzzy community here in
Hockessin between blacks -- between bl acks and
white and everybody got al ong.

A. We all got al ong. Kids -- we
pl ayed together. We didn't really know about

segregation. It wasn't anything that we knew
about because we was all playing together. The
only thing we didn't do was go to school . Pl ay

with each others houses and interchange

everything, we played baseball together. We

did it all, but we just couldn't go to school
and it didn't really dawn on us. It just

was -- it was just a way of life, so you can't
say that | knew about segregation because

everything el se was segregated.

It was -- now ny relatives |lived
I n Landenberg. They went to school in Kennett
Square where it was always a consoli dated

school, just a few mles up the road. Del awar e
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was the first state known as a segregated
state, so we -- as | | ook back at it, we did
everyt hing together. We swam together -- in
the creeks of course. No swi mm ng pool. W
swam together in the creeks. We pl ayed

basebal | . We kids into each others' homes, bit
of f each others' candy. We did it all together

except go to school.
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Q. Good. And when you are with
your children and with your grandchil dren,
how -- where -- what do you tell them when you

tal k about your experiences and how they can

translate that into their lives?

A. | tell them the truth. | tell
them exactly what | went through. | tell them
about 107C. | tell them about the restaurants

t hat we couldn't go to and the movies, the

beaches, | tell them the truth. | don''t
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sugarcoat it all. That's why |I'm so proud of
this school here. |'"mable to bring them here.

My great grandchildren, they can come here and

they can see the pictures on the wall. I can
talk them through why this school was still in
exi stence. What it was from then up until now.

So that's why the whole field was |left, so
excited about this building.

And | pray that it stays around
so that -- because | truly, truly think history
s very important. That's why | don't m nd
doing the interview or anything, but | think
it's going to get out there and help somebody.
Hel p somebody to appreci ate what we have.

Q. And what they have, right?
A. What -- well, that's what they

have. My day is gone.

Q. You're still doing pretty good.

A. l"m still enjoying it, but, but
it's not a whole ot | can do with it.

Q. Well, you're amazing to me. You
are one of my heroes and treasures in life.
And, you know, |I'm thinking back, we have known

each other for 12 years now. We met 12 years

ago. And do you remenmber? We met when | got a
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call from Judge -- former Judge Joshua Martin

to help himout on a real estate dil emma.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. And that was this property.
A. Ri ght .

Q. So this property for me as a

real estate professor and as a real estate
advisor, it started for ne as a real estate
chal | enge.

A. Ri ght .

Q. Because when Judge Martin call ed
me, it was four days before this property was
going to sheriff sale. So when the sheriff

sale's date was January 10th of 2012. That was

the date on the notice. So we, we met not too
| ong after that. But what's really fascinating
about this is that it began -- there is two

maj or stories here. The big story is the
peopl e and you and your fellow students, the

hi story and the soul and spirituality of this

pl ace. But the real estate story was how we
were able to save the school -- our group of
volunteers -- from sheriff sale and be able to

be sitting here today --
A. Uh- huh.
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Q. -- talking inside this beautiful
new pl ace.
So can you just kind of take me
t hrough what your thoughts were when you first
met and started talking to all of us and
saying -- | love how you called us the

comm ttee?

A. Yes. You said do | remember?
Q. Yes.
A. Let me ask you, do you remember

when you told me all the things you were going
to do to this building, and | told you, I'm

glad to hear, but don't you be too |long? You

remember me telling you that?

Q. Yes.

A. Because I'min my 90's then and
| have heard this -- used to be a song a |long
ti me ago. | heard that song before, and I
heard it so many times. And yet | didn't see
any progress, so | told you, | hope you're
telling me the truth, just don't be too |ong.

Q. Ri ght .

A. Let me enjoy it.

Q. Did you think we were going to
pull it off?
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A. | pray that you would pull it
of f.

And | also remember one of ny
presentations | said, I'm | ooking forward so we
can wal k through that door. Remember that |
said --

Q. | never forget that. G ves me

chills to this day.

A. | want to walk through this door
one more time and | did. So my hat's off to
you and the commttee, Ms. Edwards and all who
was so diligent on setting this up. My hat's
off to everyone that was involved. And | won't
forget, however long | got here.

Q. Well, and you never forgot and
we formed this -- we've become famly --

A. Yes.

Q. -- over this time period. You
and, Ms. Lewi s, and Charlie and your two

sisters, Blanche?

A. And Charl otte.

Q. Charl otte, and --

A. LeRoy - -

Q. Robert and LeRoy and Stanl ey and

Wal ter, and Ms. Hil da.
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A. Ms. Hil da.

Q. That's been the greatest gift i
getting to know all of you, but | don't know -
| think | have told you this before, but after

we met you over in the Chippy Chapel --

A. Ri ght .

Q. -- because this building was
destroyed.

A. Ri ght .

Q. This building was -- in ny
40-year real estate career it was a mess. It

was a hot mess.

A. It was.

Q. And that's why it went to
sheriff sale because the former owners ran out
of money in the m ddle of construction and

didn't have the ability to avoid the sheriff

sal e.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. So when we came in, we thought,
Oh, my gosh. | | ooked around and | said, What

in the world are we going do with this place?
A. Yes.
Q. And then I went and met all of

you, and we had multiple meetings and we said,

S
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This is our goal. Our goal is to figure out
how to rei magine the school so that you can
live I ong enough to see it come back to life.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. Because we found out so quickly
how much it meant to you and all of your fellow
students. And then from-- it turned out --
went from a real estate project to a major
personal goal, personal goal and persona
m ssion to not |let you and the fellow students
down.

A. Yeah.

Q. And that was -- and it was years
because we first met in 2012 and we did not
figure out -- we had such an i mportant decision
to make. And all the meetings that we had, if

you remenber --

A. | remember.

Q. -- we would meet together, and
we woul d tal k about -- ask you all to remenber
what it was |like to go to school here and share

your feelings and recollections of what
happened.
And, so, how would you describe

that process? Did it seemlike it took a |ong
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time?
A. It did, but you know, the
guestion that was asked to us remaining

students was, what do we want this building to

be? And we all said in unison, "W want it
saved,"” if you remenber that.

Q. | do.

A. And we said -- you said, "What

do you want in the building?" W told you
that's what you did, pictures, we all went home
and | ooked in our drawers, places |ike that and
scrambl ed up pictures and documentations and
all and shared it with you, so that would help,
fromour little part, in the reconstruction of
this building. And what it is, the great

t oday.

Q. And that was the -- that was the
hardest part because we didn't want to let you
down. That became the m ssion. We went from
real estate to you and your famlies and the
former students because we had to come up with
a way.

And it was not fast. It was
seven years of trying to figure out what should

we do. Because we had to go out and raise a
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couple mllion dollars from our |ocal, from

| ocal sources and partners. Whi ch we bound up,
t hank goodness for the Governor, Governor
Carney and the State of Del aware, and County
Executive, Matt Myer, and Venessa Philips from
New Castl e County, they were our partners and
the Longwood Foundation and Laffey-McHugh
Foundati on, and Wel fare Foundation, and | ots of
I ndi vi dual s - -

A. Yes.

Q. -- came to us, but what we
realized was, and this goes to one of the
guestions we tal ked about earlier is, what it
got to is, how are we going to take this story
and make it sal eable and impactful in the
future of our society and our country? And al
of a sudden we realize it's all about you and
your fellow students' stories. And hopefully
t hat being an inspiration, because think about
it, what -- as we have tal ked, what is your
goal as you sit here right now for the future
of this place? Wat would you |like to see
happen here or, you know, not physically and
spiritually, emotionally. What's your dream?

A. My dream for this building to
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stay as it is and be open to the public, not
only for my famly, but all the famlies who

are interested to come and have something to be

vi si bl e. Hearing it is one thing. Seeing it
IS anot her. And for themto come and some of
us students are left to be able to tell our

story to whoever wal ks through that door.
Because hearing fromthe ones who actually went

to the school is a little bit different than

hearing from someone that -- who got it out of
the books.
Q. Ri ght . It's a world of

di fference.

A. And | remember when it first
started, the Comm ttee was asking us for
pictures. And | had to | augh. | said, Wasn't
t hat many cameras around, so pictures was
scarce back then. But we scrambl ed together
and we found some and we are proud of -- | |ove
to show people this room here. This roomis
very i mportant. To see my parents and all four
parents up on the wall will be here forever.
And the pictures here, they will be here. I
don't have to tell you, you can see it. And

that's why, this few of us left. And that's
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why we are so excited about this place.
Whenever you call us, we show up
as best we can. Some of us are getting so now

we have difficulty wal king and what have you,

but hook or crook, we will be here. As | ong as
we can. We will be here.

Q. Well, when we started out with a
| ot of help fromthe community. Our eventual

contractors, EDI S, that spent a |lot of time
with us trying to evaluate the building and
figure out what to do and we had -- remember
Kevin and Toren --

A. Uh- huh.

Q. -- fromthe architects, they
figured out how do we take this building that
was beaten up and turn it into the -- something
that's a wow, which they were able to do.

And then we worked with M tchell
Associates with Lou and Madel yn, and al so
Lanette, because we wanted this to be all about
how to tell the story of what happened here in
a way that would not only be a museum, because
we ran into a little bit of a roadbl ock,
because during that seven-year period, we went

around -- different members of our comm ttee
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went around to different colored schools in the
state of Delaware to see what other people had

done with them And this was based on your

I nsi ght. Go |l ook at Iron Hill.
A. Uh- huh.
Q. Go | ook at Buttonwood School, go

| ook at the Booker T. Washington School in New

Castl e, Christiana.

A. Yeah.
Q. So we were |listening to you and
your fellow students. And what we realized was

most of the former colored schools did not have
any heartbeat.

A. Uh- huh.

Q. They were history. There were
stories, but you didn't ever need to go back if
you went there one time. And t hat was our
bi ggest | esson. And the Booker T. Washington,
we | earned that was a senior center and that is

really, has a | ot of energy behind it. And

lron Hill, which is your, | think you call it
your sister school, right?

A. Sister school, yes.

Q. So you have been involved in
lron Hill over --
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A. Yes. As a museum | was
I nvolved with them They woul d have me go to
ot her schools and tal k about the history of

this school.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. That was a few years ago.

Q. So we had Iron Hill. And what
we realized was, if we go to the fundraising

community with an idea that we're just going to
make this into a museum we are probably not
going to be successful because it's not easy to
raise mllions of dollars for a museum

So we really struggled to figure
out, how do we take the history and the
personal stories and the heart and soul of what
we' ve | earned and experienced together and turn
that into a center or a vehicle to be able to
| mpact future generations and to inspire future
generations. And, so, that's where we came up
with the idea for the center. The Center For
Diversity, Inclusion and Social Equity, which
was the reason we got the funding. Because
everybody | oved that idea.

And it just so happened we came

up with that idea in 2019, and then in 2020 al
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ki nds of heck broke | oose with George Floyd and
Brianna Tayl or and all of the social justice

| ssues that came in, so we thought, Oh, ny
gosh, we prayed that we would pull this off for
you, but we were still -- weren't there yet.

We came up with our brand and with our concept.
But then we had to raise the money, and we had

to rebuild the buil ding.

So that took us -- we didn't
start construction. | think what happened was,
and this is the -- that moment. On Brown v.

Board of Education Day, on May 17th of 2021,
Ukee Washi ngton on his news story at six

o' clock caught the quote of you basically
saying, "We're going to crawl through the door,
we're going to go in the door with a cart, but

somehow we're wal king through that door again.

And that was 2021 as we were still in our old
state of the property being a mess. And t hat
became our rallying cry. And if you | ook above

the door, the wi ndow, the wall of wi ndows right
there, your quote is right there. That became
our theme. That became our rallying cry.

And by the end of 2021, we were

able to raise the money to break ground on
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December 14th of 2021. And I'Ill never forget
t hat day because that's also ny bel oved
gr andf at her's birthday. And so that's foreve
t here.

The Governor came for the
groundbreaking and then a year |ater we had a
ri bbon cutting. And you were able to walk

t hrough the doors again with your fellow

students.

A. Yes.

Q. And so that was -- and that we
j oked about it. Do you remember what | said

that time? W were a ten-year overnight

success.
A. But we succeed.
Q. But we succeeded.

And the other fun thing that
happened, do you remenmber what happened in Ma
of 2022, when we were in the m ddle of the

construction, we got a call to go down to

Washi ngt on. What was -- tell me in your word
what that whol e experience was |ike.
A. That was a great experience.

got to go to the Oval Office and nmeet the

Presi dent. And he was very, very kind to us.

0

r

at

y

S

We
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He took the time out and spent it. If you

remember, they all had to go to some kind of

meeti ng. And he told them "Go ahead." He
said, "I'mgoing to stay here with my Del aware
friends.” And that meant a lot to all of us.
He didn't just rush us through, in fact, he
even told me, said, "Sonny, sit in the chair.
You're vice president for the day." But no,

t hat was a very, very exciting day for us to go
down and see the signing of this being put on
the historical register. Never to be touched.
Never to be touched.

Q. And t hat was, that was amazing
because you were accompanied by five of your
ot her fell ow students: M. LeRoy, M. Robert,
M. Charlie, Ms. Lewis --

A. Charlie --

Q. And we all took the Amrak down
to Washi ngton, D.C.

A. Took the Anmtrak down.

Q. Wth Dr. Lanette, also with
Chi ef Justice Seitz.

A. He was with us.

Q. He was with us too. And how

i ncredi ble that his father, Collins J. Seitz,
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was the chancell or judge who ruled in favor of
the Bulahs in the case that became Bul ah v.
Gebhart and ultimately Brown.

A. Yes. That was exciting. |t
was -- | would -- | -- I"mglad | lived to see
t hat . Al'l those kinds of things, very, very
dear to us few students that's left.

Any time something comes up
about the 107C we try our |evel best to support
It because it is a dream that we never thought
we woul d have.

Q. When you -- you're using the
| etter C after 107. What is the significance
of that C?

A. Well, to my understanding, there
was anot her 107 down state somewhere bel ow
Dover for the white Kkids. That's why | told
them It's so important when you're talKking
about the 107, don't forget that C, because
that C identifies this school. Because if you

don't, you won't know which one we're talKking

about . | want you to know that you're talKking
about the Hockessin 107C school. Don't forget
t hat C.

Q. That's right. Absol utely. And
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now 107C is a United States National Park

Service Site under Brown v. Board of Educati on.

A. Yes.

Q. So it will never be destroyed.

A. No, no.

Q. And our group wants to make sure
of that. That it will always be here forever.

A. Yes.

Q. And there is also a | ot of

I nteresting surprises that we have had al ong
the way of our journey together. And one of
them for me was, that no one in the country
realizes that Del aware was the first state to
desegregate public schools. Brown was in 1954.
Chancell or Seitz's ruling in Del aware was in
1952. And he ordered the i mmedi ate

desegregati on of schools, public schools in

Del awar e.
A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember what happened

there or how they wound up bringing people from

this school into the School No. 29, the white

school ?
A. Well, | really don't know al
the details of it. And | wouldn't want to
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fudge it. | wouldn't want to put out something
that's not true because | want everything on
this school that's said, | want it to be
truthful. Make no m st akes. Don't fudge

not hi ng. And don't keep back anything. Bring

it, a one-room school, six grades, one teacher
and faulty equi pment, but we made it and | want
the people to know that. Not hi ng -- was

not hing pretty about it. When you | ook back at
It It was pretty then. It was okay, but when
you | ook back and | want the people to know the
truth about 107C. | really do.

Q. And 107C is the first school to

desegregate --

A. Uh- huh.

Q. -- in the country?

A. Started it all.

Q. '52.

A. Yes.

Q. And Shirl ey Bulah was the first

African American child to ride a white bus to a

white school in the United States. That' s
pretty amazing history, isn't it?

A. Can you i magine how that little
child felt? It's just |ike going to war
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wi t hout a gun. She was the only one on that
bus. Only one in that school and everybody
| ooki ng down at her. Brave little child. Mor e

brave was the mother who had enough courage to
expose her child to that. You t hink about

t hat . Takes a | ot, the only child you got and

you send them out into a world of killers. One
way or anot her. The only child you got and you
have faith in God he will protect her. He wil |l
protect her. And had it not been for them, no
doubt where we would be till today. It

woul dn't have move this fast. Granted, | ater

years great things happened, but she was in

this world al most by herself. Al most by
hersel f.

Q. And there wasn't any secret that
It wouldn't be well received by either the

bl ack or the white community, was it? That
wasn't a shock?

A. No, no. Peopl e knew this thing
woul d happen and wonder why, what makes you any
better than me? You know, | have been in this
world all my life, right here in this
segregated world and now all of a sudden you

want to come and change stuff and stir up
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troubl e. That was the bottom |ine. She was
stirring up trouble. No one stirring up
troubl e. | want my child to ride the bus.
Don't walk that two m | es. Can you i magi ne
today, this day in time, little girl walking
with all these crazy people out here wal king

two mles on a lonely road? Can you i magi ne?

Q. She was how ol d?

A. Seven or eight years ol d.

Q. Si x or seven.

A. Alittle black girl |ike that,

two m | es.

Q. Two mi | es.
A Two mi | es.
Q. Each way?
A Two m | es each way up, both

ways.
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Q. So what role did the church, the
Chi ppy Chapel Church play in your l|lives, too?

A. The Chi ppy Chapel was the only
church in the community. It was the only
church in the community, so all of you, the
bl ack people went to that one church. Most of
t hem wal ked because there wasn't a |ot of cars
back then, so it was a very strong instrument
in this community. They had two buil dings. | t

was the church, and the next building was

called the hall. That's where that picture was
taken, in the hall. All the activities was in
the hall. Yeah, so that Chippy Church and this

school are two of the strongest buildings in

this whole community.
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Q. And from a real estate
standpoint, this area was primarily popul at ed

by African American famlies where we are right

now.

A. It was.

Q. How do you remember it?

A. | remember it as a great
communi ty. It was a | ot of houses here then.
And peopl e wal ked everywhere they went. You

knew everybody.

But my mother -- where we |ived
was the | ast house before you get to the bus
stop, and on Saturdays, most people rode the
bus because it wasn't no malls then. You went
into W Il m ngton, King Street or Market Street.
And back then it wasn't a whole | ot of concrete
and hard surfaces. It was mud if it rained the
ni ght before. So those who lived in various
areas, they would put on their old shoes and
wal k across the field through the mud. Then
when they got to my mother's house, that's when
t hey would change to the dress shoes and go to
the bus and they would take their shoes off and
line them on my mother's porch. Someti mes we

have five, six pairs of shoes on the porch on
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Saturdays. They would holler, you know, Ms.
Knott, |I'm going to | eave nmy shoes.

"Go ahead, honey, |eave them
t here."

We were there for each other.

What ever one needed, somet hing
happened, crisis happened, my mother was the
one, went to that famly's house and we woul d,
well, | was a kid, but they could all cook and
bring food and all to support that famly that
was goi ng through a crisis. We were there for
each other. That's how we had to survive.
Nowadays it's a little bit different in some
cases.

Q. Uh- huh. So if we think back on
the time that Shirley and the Bulah Fam |y was
going through the litigation with | awyer
Reddi ng, | would imagine that it took a
tremendous courage for Chancellor Seitz to rule
that the two schools were separate but not
equal and i mmedi ately order desegregati on of
the public school.

A. Yeah. | would i magine he wasn't
t he most popular man around at that ti me.

Q. This is 1952.
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A. Yeah. It took a ot for himto

say. | can i magi ne some of his friends

probably retaliated against himin one form or

anot her. \What are you doing? You know, what

do you mean you're forcing my child to ride

the bus with colored kids? So | don't think

was a picnic for himeither. | can well
I mgi ne that he had his problems, too.

Q. And he -- just in terms of
serendi pity, he and my grandfather who I
menti oned earlier, they were dear friends.

Chancel l or Seitz was a pall bearer in nmy

i n

it

gr andf at her's funeral. And | never knew t hat

until | met and heard the story from my aunt

who is 89 years old and still alive today.
you can i magi ne that he and the | egal
community, he was, he was probably very
uncomf ort abl e.

A. He probably wasn't the most

popul ar person.

But

Q. Ri ght . And then you had Louis

Reddi ng, these are all the people whose courage

I's indescribabl e. Lawyer Reddi ng, the Bul ahs,

Judge Chancell or Seitz and Louis Redding.

hope |I'm correct on this. He was the first
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African American member of the bar in Del aware.

A. True.
Q. And his partner was Lenny --
A. Lenny W IIliams.
Q. The Honorable Leonard W I Ilians.
A. Ri ght .
Q. Under him and they were
pi oneers. And that took a |lot of courage. And

| think Judge Martin was the ninth member of
t he Del aware bar. And he grew up in South
Car ol i na. So he really knew what it was |ike
to be fromthe south, too.

A. We had one other judge, too.
Sydney Cl ark. You don't hear much about Sydney
Cl ark, but we had a black judge called Sydney

Clark in W I m ngton. He was all in there with
WIlliams and all of them
Q. Uh- huh. So it took a | ot of

courage for themto take on this case.

A. Yes, | would imagine it wasn't a
picnic for themin all cases. | woul dn't
i mgi ne that.

Q. So thinking about, as we're here
right now, what are the most i mportant messages

and thoughts you would |like to share with folks
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goi ng forward about 107C and how it can be such

a positive impact on their lives as it was on
yours?

A. Well, not much left for me to
say that | haven't already said, however, |
woul d encourage all people to come to this
school, bring your children and your
grandchi |l dren. Expose them to the history

that's on these walls here. And if you're

com ng, |let one of us students know that you're
com ng and we will do our |level best to be here
and explain what those pictures mean on the
wal | because just seeing them m ght not have
the i mpact that we want them to have.

So give us a holler and we wil
do our best to support you because we want this
school to stand out so that everyone will know
about it.

Put it on Channel 6, channel
what ever, we want this school to be known.

Don't let it just |ay dormant.

| f you want to have some
activities here, call somebody up and |I'm
pretty sure we will open the doors for you as

anot her way to expose. We want to do all we
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can to keep the 107C exposed to the community.
Okay? Thank you.

Support us in that way and we

will be very happy.

Q. The | ast part, Don't wait --

A. And don't wait too long. And
don't wait too |long. You're | ooking at an old
man here. Don't wait too | ong.

Q. Oh, | love you, Sonny. You are

a national treasure.
Thank you for honoring us with
your amazi ng perspective.
A. Thank you for the opportunity.
Thank you. Be bl essed.
Q. Thank you all.

(Interview concl uded.)
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