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Thomas. R. Carper, Governor of Dclaware,

i became the State’s seventy-first Chief

Executive on January 19, 1993, after serv-
ng five terms as Delaware’s Congressman

| and six years as State Treasurer.

Representative Michael N. Castle became
Delaware’s Congressman on January 5,
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Lieutenant Governor. Before that, he
scrved as a State Senator and was a practic-
ing atrorney in Wilmington.
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: regulation and legislation, environmental
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graduate of the University of Pennsylvania
Law School, has served as counsel to the
Governor of Delaware and as Wilmington
City Solicitor.

of Duane, Morris 8& Heckscher, He prac-
tices in the areas of corporate transactions,
securities, insurance and banking law, with
a particular emphasis on bank insurance

* activities, He is a graduate of Stanford Law

School.

A The Honorable E. Norman Veasey has
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Representatives. He is a director in the
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Trial Lawyers and is a past President of both

the American Judicature Society and the
Delaware State Bar Association.

Wilmington law firm of Richards, Layton & |
* Finger. Mr. du Pont’s public policy inter-

~ EDITORS NOTES

SPLINTERS FROM THE CHAIR
by Vernon R. Proctor

In this issue, we offer a smorgasbord of articles about significant
public policy issues affecting the State of Delaware. The theme of the
issue may be inferred from its title: what are some of the key legisla-
tive and political issues facing our State, and how does Delaware’s
response make the First State unique? -

I must digress for a moment on the meaning of “unique.” I share
with my predecessor, Bill Wiggin, an aversion to the use of any mod-
ifier in conjunction with the word. Think about it: either something
is unique, or it is not. Expressions like “most unique,” “very unique”
and “rather unique” make no etymological sense and reflect a sloppy,
MTV-like approach to the English language. I believe that the con-
catenation of developments discussed in this issue — court reform,
interstate banking, school choice, the “new federalism” and others —
makes Delaware unique: What other small or large state has faced so
much wrenching change in such a brief period of time?

This issue of Delaware Lawyer offers a blue-chip list of contribu-
tors, each of whom has great expertise, if not fame, in his selected
field. Pete du Pont has been speaking about educational reform for
years. Dave Swayze was an architect of the Financial Center
Development Act and has provocative things to say about the repeal
of that landmark legislation. Rod Ward and Frank Biondi have been

‘deeply involved in the Herculean task of reforming and modernizing

Delaware’s courts since that effort began. Ned Carpenter’s status as a
giant of our Bar renders him singularly able to present persuasively
the historical and prospective cases for a new Justice Center.

Delaware Lawyer is also extremely fortunate to present the views
of three of Delaware’s Jeading public figures. Governor Carper’s
upbeat introductory piece provides.a comprehensive overview of the
economic opportunities available to our State in 1995, Congressman
Castle advocates a rational application of the “new federalism” in the
context of Delaware’s ability to cope with the anticipated devolution
of Federal power. Finally, Chief Justice Veasey’s articulate report on
our court system constitutes a cogent argument in favor of full leg-
islative funding for the Delaware judiciary.

Two or three issues ago, when my term as Chairman of the Board
of Editors began, I promised you that Delaware Lawyer would be a
civilized forum for the exchange of competing views. This issue ful-
fills that promise: every article is actually or potentially controversial,
but none'is abusive of the contrary position. Coincidentally, on the
very day that I delivered the Castle article to our printer, E. J.
Dionne published an op-ed piece in The Washington Post that suc-
cinctly made the case against allowing a “spinoff” of federal powers
to the states. The actual correctness of our authors’ respective posi-
tions is not the point: providing a basis for rational debate in the legal
community, however, 7.

Once again, we were pleased with the overwhelmingly positive
response to our solicitations of articles. The quality of the submis-
sions was uniformly high, and the substantive importance of the
issues addressed cannot be gainsaid. Please feel free to call me or my
fellow editors if you wish to contribute to Delaware Lawyer. The
“fiction issue” (June, 1996) is just around the corner, and there is no
shortagc of public policy matters about which to write for later issues.

s R
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FROM THE GOVERNOR

Tiny Delaware as Corporate
and Legal Powerhouse

Govermor Thomas R. Carper

ince Delaware became the first state

of a fledging Union in 1787, we have

worked hard to sustain our “front-
runner” status. More than 200 years
after taking our first formative steps as a
state, we are on solid footing to compete
in a global economy into the 21st centu-
ry and beyond. From recruiting jobs
from outside our borders, to supporting
homegrown businesses that seek to
expand, to cutting red tape, to helping
some of the world’s largest companies to
incorporate here, to preparing a work
force that will help Delaware companies
thrive in an increasingly competitive
environment, our philosophy is a simple

one: create a climate in which business .

can grow and prosper — with minimal
government interference.

- Our efforts are clearly paying divi-
dends. Inadditdon to more than 700,000

people and roughly one quarter billion -
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chickens, over 250,000 U.S. and inter-
national businesses call Delaware home.
As the corporate home for more than half
the Fortune 500 and nearly half the cor-
porations listed on the New York Stock
Exchange, Delaware has streamlined the
process of incorporating into a model of
state-of-the-art efficiency. As the pation’s
second-smallest state, we can promptly
respond to ever-changing business condi-
tions, offering the most attractive home
for corporations in the country today.

Our small size allbws us to convene
key players quickly and effectively in
response to challenges and opportunities
alike. When our economic development
team learned that a major international
company might be interested in moving
its North American headquarters to
Delaware, we assembled on three days’
notice an unprecedented team of promi-
nent corporate leaders, as well as federal,
state, county, and local leaders, to help
bolster the company’s interest. Several
other large manufacturing firms have
recently decided to make Delaware their
home, bringing with them more than
1,000 jobs with good benefits. As much
as anything, those corporate leaders
report being impressed with the prompt,
personal attention they receive from
Delaware’s representatives.

If personal service and teamwork are
the hallmarks of our recruitment and
retention efforts, a vital cornerstone of
our stable business environment is the
Court of Chancery, the most well-respect-

—-ed court of its kind in the United States.

Devoted to equity issues, the Court
decides corporation law cases and has
written much of the modern decisional
law on corporate governance. Because
the members of the Court are well versed
in corporate matters, Delaware is known

Photograph by Luigi Ciffetelli






