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EDITORS' NOTE 
George B. Heckler Jr. 
Joeseph W. Weik 

This edition of Delaware Lawyer is devoted to the topic of 

workers' compensation. The impetus behind the topic is the 

recent changes to Delaware Workers' Compensation Statute, 

which were put into law just a few months ago. 

When Senate Bill No. 1 was signed by Gov. Ruth Ann 

Minner on Jan. 17, 2007, it represented the most sweeping 

change to Delaware's Workers' Compensation Statute since 

its original enactment on April 2 ,1917 . The process that led 

to the enactment of Senate Bill No. 1 actually began over a 

year ago with the introduction of Senate Bill No. 362. That 

bill, which was drafted with the aid of an out-of-state expert, 

was extremely controversial. Although the bill was voted out 

of its Senate committee, it never made it for a floor vote in 

the Senate. 

When the Delaware Legislature recessed on June 30,2006, 

Senate Bill No. 362 was put on the back burner. During the 

following six-month period, a Workers' Compensation Core 

Group, organized by Rep. Bill Oberle, worked long and hard 

to craft what became known as Senate Bill No. 1. 

On Jan. 10 ,2007, Senate Bill No. 1 was introduced. From 

that point forward, it went on a fast track through the Senate, 

the House Labor Committee and eventually to the floor of 
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the House of Representatives. Seven days later, it was signed 
by Gov. Minner. 

Although die bill took immediate effect, there are many 
changes in the workers' compensation system that will not 
come into play for many months. Those changes will only 
take place following the convening of a Health Care Advisory 
Panel, which will establish and recommend for enactment a 
medical fee schedule, treatment practice guidelines, forms for 
transmittal of treatment and return to work information, and 
physician certification and utilization review for resolution of 
treatment issues to contain medical costs. 

Thus, the issue of workers' compensation reform is far 
from over. It is not expected that the recommendations of die 
Health Care Advisory Panel will take effect until mid-2008. 
At that time, Delaware Lawyer may have to revisit the issue of 
workers' compensation. 

http://www.lifestrategiesllc.com
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is a shareholder with the Wilmington, Del., 
office of Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, 
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practice, he has concentrated on the 
defense of workers' compensation matters 
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graduate of tile University of Delaware and 
the Dickinson School of Law. From 1979 
to 1982, he served as deputy attorney 
general for the State of Delaware, where 
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2001 listing of Best Lawyers in America. 

Margaret M. DiBianca 
is an associate in the Employment Law 
Department at Young Conaway Stargatt 
and Taylor LLP. DiBianca divides her 
practice equally between client counseling 
and litigation, concentrating primarily on 
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employment law training for supervisors 
and managers. 

Barbara A. Faupel 
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George B. Heckler Jr. 
is a partner with the Wilmington law firm 
of Heckler & Frabizzio and has concentrat­
ed his practice on die defense of workers' 
compensation matters for insurance carriers 
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bachelor of arts degree from Baldwin-Wallace 
College and his J.D. degree from The Dick­
inson School of Law of The Pennsylvania 
State University. Heckler is a past chair of 
the Delaware State Bar Association's 
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a member of the State of Delaware's 
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the Defense Council of Delaware, the 
Defense Research Institute and the Delaware 
State and American bar associations. 

Harvey Bernard Rubenstein 
is a past president of the Delaware State 
Bar Association and the St. Thomas More 
Society and received both the bar associa­
tion's First State Distinguished Service 
Award and the society's St. Thomas More 
Award. He also received the bar associa­
tion's Distinguished Mentoring Award 
and the American Bar Association's Sole 
Practitioner of the Year Award. 

Joseph W.Weik 
is a graduate of the Salesianum School 
(1970), the University of Delaware (B.A., 
1974), and the Dickinson School of Law 
of Penn State University (J.D., 1978). He 
has been a member of the Delaware Bar 
since January 17, 1979. Weik is currendy 
the senior partner in die law firm of Weik, 
Nitsche, Dougherty & Componovo. He 
served as President of the Delaware Trial 
Lawyers Association from 1997 to 1998 
and was chairman of the Delaware State 
Bar Association's Workers Compensation 
Section from 2000 to 2001. Weik limits 
his practice to plaintiffs' personal injury 
and workers' compensation litigation. 
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