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EDITORS NOTE

When editing this issue, I came across a footnote from
the concurring opinion in a 2005 West Virginia Supreme
Court family law case: "Pope Pius XI called family the 'first
and essential cell of human society.' Ogden Nash, however,
defined a family as 'a unit composed not only of children,
but of men, women, an occasional animal, and the common
cold.'" Leaning more toward Nash, the cover art shows a
first grader's view of the modern family unit — absolutely
child centered, encircled by real parents, imaginary pets, and
"heart and circle" relations.

For better or worse, science, mores, and the law have morph-
ed since I grew up in a world with virtually no divorce and
totally unacknowledged sex — no less procreation — outside
of marriage. Today's family unit may contain two moms, bio-
dads, legal fathers, stepparents, intergenerational and single-
parent families. Indeed, as I write, a 60 Minutes episode
explores single and same-sex families connecting to ensure
that their half-sibling children — related through a common
(formerly) anonymous sperm donor — know each other.

To a significant extent, this issue is the middle part of a
discussion Delaware Lawyer has sponsored for more than
a decade — and assuredly will return in the future. Our
outstanding authors offer an eclectic group of excellent
articles, each in their own way considering how family is
defined, and what laws defend its members.

As children are at the core of this issue, Loretta Young
explores the infuriatingly complex question of juvenile

competency in delinquency proceedings. Next, Aida
Waserstein and Jody Huber lend their expertise and advice
for those assisting families whose members are engaged in
defending the country.

Today, the genetic identity of a child can be known, but we
struggle with the extent to which scientific "truth" should
control the legal relationship of father and child. Vernon
Drew conducts a fascinating interview with three renowned
ethicists —Art Caplan, Nadia Sawicki and Joanna Bergmann
— exploring how society might best approach paternity
disestablishment cases that are frequently too twisted for
believable fiction. A sidebar to this interview offers a unique
approach to considering and categorizing the wide array of
national disestablishment cases.

Maryland law professor Bill Reynolds, a conflict of laws
expert, and I consider interstate litigation of child support
and paternity claims involving same-sex couples. Finally,
Claire DeMatteis movingly writes of the intolerable choices
faced by battered women in immigrant families.

I thank our authors for being so generous with time and
expertise — and the Cab Calloway students for enriching
this issue with their artwork. I expect readers will find all
these articles thoughtful and trust that they will engender
lively debate.

**• \<XI

Susan F. Paikin

Twice the annotations
means half the research time.

Upgrade your library with
West's'1' Delaware Code Annotated.

• The complete text of Delaware Statutes

• Twice the annotations of its competition

• Notes of Decisions with Key Numbers

• Fast access with West's superior index of
descriptive words and phrases

• Legislative History setting out important
developments

• Cross-references to related sections within
the statutes

• References to Am Jur® 2d, ALR®, and law
review and journal articles

• Available in print and on Westlaw®

For more information, call 1-800-762-5272
or go to west.thomson.com.

THOMSON

WEST

SPRING 2006 DELAWARE LAWYER 5


