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As the Executive Director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of
Delaware, it is my job to think and worry
about our civil liberties all day long —
and I confess to lying awake at night as
well. Unfortunately, I have more worries
than I could include in this issue. In
selecting die pieces tiiat follow, I have
tried to focus on issues that affect us at a
state and local level and matters that the
ACLU of Delaware has taken an active
interest in.

Odier issues also deserve our atten-
tion. The tragedy of September 11 has
been followed by an unprecedented
assault on our civil liberties. Congress
passed the USA Patriot Act in a matter of
days without meaningful public input.
Among its many troubling provisions,
die Patriot Act reinstates domestic intel-
ligence operations banned since the
1970s and reduces judicial oversight of
federal investigations to a bare mini-
mum.

The Justice Department recently
rolled out Operation TIPS — the Terror
ism Information and Prevention System

to encourage citizens to report one
another for suspicious activity. Attorney
General Ashcroft singled out delivery
people, letter carriers, utility readers and
cable repairmen as "ideally suited" for
die plan. Of course diey are: they have
access to our homes, somediing die
Justice Department can only get widi a
warrant. The US Postal Service, to its
credit, refused to participate. In die latest
absurdity surrounding Operation TIPS,
Slate, die online magazine, reported tiiat
calls to Operation TIPS are being taken
by FOX Television's "America's Most
Wanted".

There are more problems out there
than I could cover in a year's worth of
issues of Delaware Lawyer. Here are just
a few:
• A recent U.S. Supreme Court opinion
called into question the validity of Del-
aware's death penalty statute and, at the
urging of the Delaware Attorney
General, the General Assembly voted in
a new deadi penalty statute in the last
hours of its session without any opportu-
nity for public comment.

• The Delaware Department of Cor-
rection has a multi-million-dollar facility
where inmates are subjected to twenty-
three-hour-a-day isolation at die same
time that Gander Hill is so overcrowded
tiiat prisoners must sleep in die gym and
dozens of men share a single bathroom.
• Delaware's Freedom of Information
Act, already one of the most limited in
the country, was gutted by the General
Assembly.
• The Delaware Senate refused to vote
on House Bill 99, a comprehensive gay
and lesbian civil rights act.

And that's just a few.
Don't lie awake at night worrying

about die state of civil liberties in our
nation. Do something. Contact a legisla-
tor. Represent a prisoner in a prison con-
ditions case. Write a letter to die editor.
You could even join die ACLU.

Drewry N. Fennell
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