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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

The name of this issue was chosen deliberately, and not
without objection from members of our editorial board. We
did not intend that "Sex and the Law" serve as a salacious
magnet to bolster newsstand sales. Had that been the goal,
given the scholarly approach taken by our authors, we would
have stood justly accused of an egregious "bait and switch"
tactic. Had that indeed been the goal, we would have used a
more risque cover!

Karen Pascale and I discussed the "naming" matter at some
length and concluded that the title was appropriate because sex
is the "common denominator" of every article that appears
here. No other three-letter word ties together these articles
about sex crimes, gay rights, sexual harassment, parentage and
discrimination. With all due respect to President Bush, the
word "sex" is intended to serve as "a uniter, not a divider." In
thematic terms, at least.

We applaud the variety and the quality of the material in
this volume. Terry Cheek of our editorial board has contribut-
ed a concise piece on sexual harassment that furnishes a kalei-
doscopic view of relevant case law and concludes with some
worthwhile, practical recommendations for prevention.

Susan Purcell lends her expertise as a prosecutor to a short
history of the development of sex crimes legislation in
Delaware over the past decade. The differences between the
various categories of offenses can be fairly nuanced, yet there is
an underlying objective of passing such legislation—an objec-
tive that is clearly stated at the end of the article.

Next, New York corporate litigator Marc Wolinsky has pro-
vided a thorough analysis of gay rights issues that covers many

of the most controversial aspects of that broad topic, including
"gay marriage" and the Boy Scouts. While not everyone will
agree with the author's viewpoint, the subject is articulately and
thoughtfully presented, and relevant developments in Delaware
are featured.

Next, Susan Paikin and former Family Court Judge Battle
Robinson offer a welcome overview of the Uniform Parentage
Act, a work that is particularly timely given recent technological
developments involving cloning and the human genome pro-
ject. Although this article focuses on paternity issues, one might
well envision a sequel called "Are You My Mother?" (With
apologies to Dr. Seuss, or whoever wrote that story.)

Finally, Bill Wiggin has excerpted a 13-year-old article from
our 1988 "AIDS issue" and has sandwiched around it a short
analysis of H.B. 99, one of the most controversial anti-discrimi-
nation bills to reach the Delaware General Assembly in recent
years. As always, Bill gets straight to the point and, although he
is no longer "at our helm," his mordant wit has not diminished
over time.

Despite the saucy title of this issue, every contribution is
stimulating and substantive, and we hope that you enjoy it.

VRP

Teresa A. Cheek is a partner at Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP, where she practices management-side employment law.

Susan F. Paikin is a Senior Associate with the Center for the Support of Families and served as an official observer on behalf of
the Eastern Regional Interstate Child Support Enforcement Association to the UPA (2000) Drafting Committee. She was for-
merly a master in the Delaware Family Court.

Vernon Proctor practices corporate law and litigation at The Bayard Firm in Wilmington. He has been a member of the Board
of Editors of DELAWARE LAWYER for many years, although he has never written about sex before.

Susan Bair Purcell graduated from Widener University School of Law in 1982, and is admitted to practice in Delaware and
Pennsylvania. She clerked for the Honorable Helen S. Balick in Bankruptcy Court from 1982 until 1985. Since 1985, Ms.
Purcell has been a Deputy Attorney General with the Delaware Department of Justice. Originally in the Civil Division in Kent
and Sussex Counties, Ms. Purcell transferred to the Criminal Division in 1988 and was assigned to the Sex Crimes Unit in
February 1989. After 11 years in the Sex Crimes Unit, Ms. Purcell transferred to the Fraud Division, where she currently works
in the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit.

Battle Robinson is former judge of the Delaware Family Court in Sussex County and a Delaware Commissioner to the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.

Marc Wolinsky is a litigation partner at WachteU, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, a New York firm. He has been active in the gay rights
movement as part of his pro bono practice. He and his life partner, Barry Skovgaard, who is also a lawyer in New York, have been
together for twenty-one years. Jonathan Pickhardt, an associate at Wachtell Lipton, and Paul Polking, a paralegal, contributed to
this article, although the views expressed are solely Mr. Wolinsky's.


