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Most of us easily define those aspects of our life that are
private. In the not so distant past, that boundary was
breached only by an affirmative act on our part—seeking
public office, courting fame or notoriety, committing a
crime, or publishing a memoir. This presumption of privacy is
no longer valid. In the "Information Age" our financial,
employment and medical lives are routinely translated into
bits and bytes, with the potential that private information
might be freely shared among or sold to interested third par-
ties. Will our seemingly minor acts of compliance with the
information demands of a modern world come with a large
cost to our privacy?

The theme that runs through this issue is whether such
concern is misplaced and what constraints exist on employers,
doctors, financial institutions and governments to guard
against disclosure. Three articles anchor this discussion,
examining privacy concerns in the realms of banking,
medicine and employment. We believe you will find the arti-
cles uniformly interesting, varied in tone but consistent in
scholarship. An excellent article on genetic privacy and pater-
nity, a controversy nationally, ameliorates concern about
inappropriate use of the genetic material (or the test results)
used to establish relationships.

As family law practitioners and attorneys for employers are
well aware, the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement
operates the Federal Parent Locator System. With the gener-

ous assistance of OCSE, this issue contains something new: a
reference tool that explains who, how and for what purpose
data on this computerized, national location network can be
obtained. While we recognize that attorneys keep all back
issues of Delaware Lawyer close at hand, the center spread
may be easily removed and retained for quick reference.

Finally, we cannot help but note that the latest review by
our resident book critic, Joel Friedlander, serves as a particu-
larly apt end point for this edition. We thank our authors for
being so generous with their time and expertise. We hope you
find this edition illuminating and thought-provoking. We
anticipate future discussion of this topic in these pages and
elsewhere for many years to come.

Susan Friedman Paikin
Center for the Support of Families

Teresa Cheek
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP
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